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Kate, though young, worked hard early and late,
and managed her father's house for a length of
time; and the entire garrison, from the command-
ing officer to the private soldier, were loud in their
praise of this incomparable young girl, whose mar-
vellous beauty was the theme of conversation.

Among the officers at Chatham there happened
to be a young ensign, extremely good-looking, upon
whom Kate's beauty made a strong impression;
he succeeded In captivating the affections of the
charming and innocent girl, and at last seduced
her. The regiment to which the ensign belonged
having received marching orders, Kate determined
to follow her seducer, and she marched with the
soldiers to London. The secret of her seduction
was not long before it got known and reached the
ears of the Commander-in-Chief, the Duke of York;
who, being informed that the poor girl was in a
state of destitution, sent an aide-de-camp to discover
her retreat, which proved to be an unfurnished
room in the worst part of Spitalfields. The aide-
de-camp told her his errand, but at the same time
bound her to secrecy.

Early robbed of her virtue, abandoned by her
betrayer, and an utter stranger in, London, she re-
proached herself with her sin, and in a paroxysm of
remorse and despair, the wretched girl determined
to poison herself. She had purchased son^e lauda-
num, and was on the point of swallowing it, when a
gentle rap at the door was heard outside. She opened
the door, and in walked the Duke of York. His
Eoyal Highness was struck with her beauty, modest
deportment, and the frankness with which she an-
swered all his questions, and, on his taking leave,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